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Executive Summary  
 
The report outlines the detail of the schools funding settlement 2012/13, 
specifically the capital allocation for Wiltshire and the impact on Wiltshire’s 
School capital programme. 
 
 

 

Proposal 
 
a. Note the capital allocation for 2012/13 for Education projects, the impact on 
the capital programme and the actions being taken. 
 
 

 

Reasons for Proposals 
 
To inform cabinet of the announcement made by the Secretary of State in 
December 2011 and the levels of capital grant to be received for Education 
programmes in 2012/13. 
 

 

Carolyn Godfrey Corporate Director 
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Purpose of Report 
 
1. To update Cabinet on the capital allocations from the Department for 

Education (DfE) announced in the School Funding Settlement 2012/13.  
 
Background 
 
2. On 13th December 2011 the Secretary of State made his announcement 

of the schools funding settlement for 2012/13.  As in the previous year 
figures have been announced for one year only.  The announcement 
included details of the capital funding allocations for local authorities in 
2012/13 and includes allocations for basic need (funding for additional 
pupil places), maintenance and devolved formula capital. 

 
3. At a national level, overall capital funding remains the same as last year 

- £800 million to address the shortage in pupil places and £1.4 billion for 
maintenance, including £200 million for devolved formula capital.   
 

4. Maintenance funding for local authorities will remain at the same level as 
last year and will be allocated in the same way. 

 
5. Nationally, Devolved Formula Capital will remain at similar levels to last 

year.  The lump sum and per pupil amounts have remained unchanged 
for 2012/13. 
 

6. It has been confirmed that capital funding for 2012/13 will come as grant 
funding. 
 

7. The announcement on 13th December did not include the additional 
£600 million for basic need allocated in the Chancellor’s autumn 
statement. The £600 million has since been allocated and Wiltshire has 
not received any funding through this route. 
 
 



Implications for the Wiltshire Capital Programme 2012/13 
 

8. Allocations for Wiltshire in 2012/13 are as follows: 
 

Item £  

Basic Need   

LA Allocation for all schools 5,147,057 a 

Maintenance   

LA Allocation 5,890,485 b 

LCVAP allocation for VA Schools 1,983,352 c 

Devolved Formula Capital   

LA Maintained Schools 1,078,245 d 

VA Schools 367,802 e 

   

Total All Schools in LA Area 14,466,940  

Total LA Funding including 
DFC 

 
12,115,787 

a + b + d 

 
 
9. The allocations are outlined in more detail in Appendix 1 to this report 

with an analysis of the movement in capital allocations from 2010/11 
through to 2012/13. 

 
10. The total LA allocation (including DFC) of £12.116 million compares with 

an allocation of £17.748 million in 2011/12.  Because a one year 
announcement was made for 2011/12 the Wiltshire capital programme 
assumed a stand still position for 2012/13 and hence a capital budget of 
£17.7 million.  In the light of the announcement for 2012/13 this now 
needs to be revised to the new grant level of £12.1 million. 
 

11. Allocations for maintenance and devolved formula capital (DFC) for 
Wiltshire are lower than for the current year because these allocations 
are in respect of maintained schools only.  As the number of academies 
in Wiltshire increases so the capital allocation is reduced.  The lump sum 
and per pupil amounts for DFC are unchanged.  The maintenance 
allocation has been reduced in the same proportion as the DFC although 
it should be noted that this allocation has to cover maintenance for all 
maintained property including Children’s Centres and so does cover 
more than just schools. 
 

12. The allocation for basic need covers the provision of pupil places across 
all state schools in Wiltshire and so includes academies and any free 
schools that may be established.  The national total has remained 
unchanged however the methodology for allocating the grant has 
changed.  In 2011/12 the calculation was based 100% on pupil growth, 
in 2012/13 it is based 50% on pupil growth and 50% on growth 
compared with shortfall in capacity.  Wiltshire has lost out under this new 
methodology. The technical guidance notes do state that any authority 
that loses more than 20% under the new methodology will receive 
protection.  Wiltshire’s allocation has reduced by 39% compared with 



2011/12 but no protection has been applied.  This indicates that Wiltshire 
would have lost funding relative to other authorities even if the existing 
methodology had been retained. 
 

13. Detailed proposals on how the capital allocation is to be spent will be 
brought to a future meeting for consideration.  The reduced allocation for 
basic need reduces the number of major projects that can be carried out. 

 
Proposals  
 
14. Members note the capital allocations announced in December 2011 and 

agree that the capital programme for 2012/13 be revised to reflect the 
lower level of grant. 
 

Environmental Impact of the Proposal 
 
15. The LA will be less able to upgrade some of the ageing school stock that 

will have to continue for more years to come. Some of the buildings due 
to be replaced are poorly insulated and contribute heavily to the 
Council’s carbon footprint. We will be less able to decrease our carbon 
footprint by continuing with inefficient boilers and poorly insulated 
buildings.    

 
Equality and Diversity Impact of the Proposal 
 
16. No equality and diversity issues have been identified arising from this 

report 
 
Risk Assessment 
 
17. The capital budget for 2012/13 will need to be revised to reflect the lower 

level of grant allocation for 2012/13.  This means projects will need to be 
reviewed and only high priority projects able to be progressed within the 
revised funding level.   

 
Financial Implications 
 
18. These have been examined and are implicit throughout the report 
 
Legal Implications 
 
19. None have been identified as arising directly from this report. 
 
Carolyn Godfrey  
Corporate Director 
 
Report Author: Liz Williams and Nick Glass 
 

Unpublished documents relied upon in the preparation of this report:     NONE 
Environmental impact of the recommendations contained in this report: NONE 


